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of his district and its people, and not solely for the disposal of definite
matters pending before him. The value of such touring is not immediately
obvious and if the officer seeks recreation on the way in the form of shikar
he offers a good target for attack in the Council hall. In the early days
of the Reforms the immobilization of the district officer was undoubtedly
sought as a means of lessening his control. Finally there was the necessity
at that time of rigid economy. The last argument only was accepted by
Government and, in 1922, orders were issued for the curtailment of touring
to a strict budget allotment. With the improvement in the provincial
finances these orders were cancelled. The only other result has perhaps
been more careful supervision by higher authority of the touring done by
district officers. Indirectly the Reforms have affected touring, as the
increase of work in all departments, and, in some districts, the threat of
communal disturbances, have tended to tie the district officer more and
more to his Headquarters.

The Council has further tried to limit the power of district officers by
pressing on Government the appointment of district advisory committees
composed of non-officials who would advise on all matters of district
administration. Court of Wards advisory committees have actually been
appointed in some districts. Committees to recommend persons for
appointment as honorary magistrates, or to advise on the suspension and
remission of land revenue have also been rec.ommended. In fact there is
scarcely any activity of district officers in which non-official participation
has not been demanded. Government has refused to permit responsibility
to be formally devolved to non-statutory committees, but the pressure thus
exercised has unquestionably resulted in the public being more and more
consulted by executive officers than in the pre-Reform era.

With regard to'the provincial executive service, little has been heard
in the Legislative Council. The reduction of the number of Extra-Assistant
Commissioners, and the abolition of Sub-divisional Officers were measures
urged mainly on the ground of economy, and as these demands have not
been reiterated it may be assumed that the Council is not dissatisfied with
the composition of the provincial service. The constitution of the selection
committee for the provincial service, which was brought into being since the
Reforms, has been criticized and it has been urged that its scope should be
extended to appointment to the service by promotion from the cadre of
Tahsildars; but these criticisms are no reflection upon the service. That
the utility of Sub-divisional Officers is now recognized is shown by the fact
that in making out a case for the amalgamation of districts it has been argued
that the place of the district officers, who disappear, could be effectively
taken by Sub-divisional Officers.

6.    The Secretariat has escaped criticism except for the demand that
an Indian should be appointed as Secretary or Under Secretary.    Govern-
ment was at first unable to accede to this demand as there were for a time
no Indians with the necessary experience or qualifications who were not
already employed in equally responsible posts elsewhere.    But since 1926
an Indian has been appointed as Revenue and later as Financial Secretary,
and more than one Indian have been appointed to posts of Under Secretary!
The demand of the Legislative Council for the Indianisation of the Secre-
tariat has been strengthened since 1927 by the revival of the Ministry as
the Ministers support the demand ; and their, influence must carry weight.

7.      Lastly there is criticism of the Government as a whole, and of the
head of the Government.   Under the first hea^J may be mentioned the long-
standing complaint regarding the removal of the seat of Government twice
a year to Pachmarhi.   This complaint was voiced'in the pre-Reform Council
where* a resolution was defeated by a narrow margin of three votes.    In
March 1921 the Reformed Council passed by the same margin of votes a
resolution disapproving of the removal of the seat of the local Government
to the hills every year, and of permission beijjg given to certain officials to
stay in the hills during the summer.      Government explained that the
utmost economy was practised and that the list of officers and their estab-
lishments, who were required to go to Pachmarhi, had been limited to the